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PRESENTATION OF THE COUNTDOWN TO 
WRESTLEMANIA XI YOU WILL SEE: A TITLE MATCH 
BETWEEN CHAMPION DIESEL AND THE HEARTBREAK KID WE cHanp 
SHAWN MICHAELS ¢ FOR THE FIRST TIME, THE LAST 
TIME,THE ONLY TIME...NFL FOOTBALL LEGEND 
LAWRENCE TAYLOR With His All Pro Team -vs- BAM 
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BAM BIGELOW With The Corporation e 
INTERCONTINENTAL TITLE MATCH - RAZOR RAMON -vs- : 
JEFF JARRETT © LEX LUGER and BRITISH BULLDOG -vs- first ae! = 
JACOB and ELI BLU « BRET”HIT MAN”HART -vs- BOB /*lience sta, —o TIME... 
BACKLUND IN AN “I QUIT” MATCH ¢ UNDERTAKER - SAN BAM BIGEL OU 
vs- KING KONG BUNDY « SMOKING GUNNS -vs- (Tinea Zounrpovt 
OWEN HART & MYSTERY PARTNER PLUS! AWESOME | ownestiEmanianlll /@ 
CELEBRITY GUESTS & BEHIND THE SCENES FOOTAGE! © 


FEATURES MATCHES SHOT ONLY FOR THIS VIDEO! 
“BIG DADDY COOL” DIESEL VS “DOUBLE J” JEFF JARRETTe 


= UNDERTAKER VS KING KONG BUNDY « M.O.M. -VS- OWEN 

HART & JIM “THE ANVIL” NEIDHART ¢ MR “MADE IN THE 
me Ve U.S.A.” LEX LUGER VS BOB BACKLUND! « “BAD GUY” 
¢ \ RAZOR RAMON VS KING KONG BUNDY! « BRET “HIT 
Re ( MAN” HART VS BROTHER OWEN HART IN A NO HOLDS 
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io A BARRED MATCH! ¢ DOINK, WITH DINK IN HIS CORNER, VS 

“THE KING” JERRY LAWLER! ¢ MABEL VS TATANKA ¢ THE 
i a 123 KID VS BRET “HIT MAN” HART! 
Ey : 
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A Note From the Editor 


Looking back, | can vividly remember the first night that Diesel entered the 
World Wrestling Federation. At first glance, his physical, menacing stature 
just mesmerized me. He was a acon gladiator possessing a mon- 
strous frame chiseled from granite. However, even at that time | could tell 
there was more to this man than just enormous muscle—MUCH more. | re- 
member looking into his eyes, his dark eyes, and seeing a mystery that | 
knew would eventually unfold. The mystery of a rebel. A rebel with a cause 
that was unknown to the world at the time. 

Within a matter of a year, Diesel wasted no time in simply running over 
the competition. He became the third man in Federation history to capture 
the Triple Crown of Wrestling (Federation Championship, Intercontinental 
Championship, Tag Team Championship), while being the first man to ac- 
complish that feat in less than 12 months! 

It didn't take long for the mystery to be solved. This fierce competitor 
with the gentle heart was on a mission to establish himself as perhaps the 
greatest champion to ever set foot in a World Wrestling Federation ring. 

Class, dignity, sportsmanship—Big Daddy Cool Diesel is definitely in a 
league of his own! 


on 


The Editor 


By Keith Elliot Greenberg 


No one ever told Kevin Nash it 
was going to be easy, and it 
wasn't. The son of two Detroit 
auto workers, the youngster had 
to rely on his tremendous size, 
athletic ability and street smarts af- 
ter he lost his father when he was 
8 years old. Known as “Manti” 
by his companions—because of 
his Praying Mantis size—the boy 
set his sights on a basketball ca- 
reer. But after a falling out with his 
coach at the University of Tennes- 
see, the athlete ended up out of 
school and back on the streets. 
Through a stint in the US Army, he 
learned selfdiscipline, earning a 

lace for himself in a European 
bakaibil league and then—as 
he grew to 7 feet and 317 
pounds—a spot in the World 
Wrestling Federation. 

It was there that Kevin Nash 
was reborn as Diesel, but still he 
had many doubters. Virtually no- 
body expected Diesel to capture 
the World Wrestling Federation 
Championship one day. In fact, 
few even predicted that he would 
be a contender. In the beginning, 
Diesel was brought to the World 


Wrestling Federation for the ex- 
press purpose of watching Shawn 
Michaels’ back. Fans knew him 
not as a wrestler but as a body- 
guard—whose interference was 
instrumental in Michaels’ recaptur- 
ing the Intercontinental Title ee 
Marty Jannetty in 1993. Diesel 


might have cut an imposing fig- 
ure, but ring experts were uncer- 
tain about the level of his talent. 
Then, at the 1994 Royal Rum- 
ble, Big Daddy Cool proved that 
he was destined for better things 
in life. The 30-man elimination 
match—in which combatants 


enter the ring every few minutes 
according to the numbers they 
draw—was going full blast when 
Diesel lumbered to the ring, look- 
ing smug and ready for action. 
Coolly stepping over the top rope, 
he aay jumped into the 
thick of the action, pounding on 
the four wrestlers already tangling 
in the squared circle. Within sec- 
onds, he had taken Bart Gunn out 
of the contest by dumping him 
on the arena floor. Then Scott 
Steiner went sailing to the ground, 
followed quickly oy Owen Hart 
and Kwang. 

Now Diesel stood alone in cen- 
ter ring, waiting for the buzzer to 
ring and the next gladiator to en- 
ter. It was Bob Backlund, the for- 
mer World Wrestling Federation 
Champion then considered 


Virtually nobody expected — 
| to capture the 


+ World Wrestling Federation 


strength advantage, Backlund 


o. 
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infinitely more gifted than Big 
Daddy Cool. Understanding that 
Diesel enjoyed a significant 


squatted down, attempting to 
floor his large rival with amateur 
wrestling finesse. The ex-kingpin 
managed to lift Diesel off his feet 
but couldn't quite dump him over 
the ropes. Diesel saved himself 
with a hard elbow to Backlund’s 
face, then kept up the pummeling. 
Diesel saw that Backlund was no 
match for the hardy thrashing—a 
discovery that would aid Big Dad- 
dy Cool later when the two would 
tisk for the World Wrestling Fed- 
eration Title. For now, Diesel sim- 
ly spun around his opponent's 
ody and cast him out of the ring. 
Again, Diesel stood alone, but 
others were still scheduled to enter 
the Rumble. When the buzzer 
next rang, Billy Gunn stormed the 
ring. Diesel went after him but 
missed with a clothesline. Bill 
came back with a kick to the mich 
section, three rights and an Irish 
whip into the corner. However, 
Diesel’s mind was always calcu- 
lating. When Billy charged, he re- 
ceived a big boot in the face. 
Then Diesel gripped him by the 
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back of his dungarees and 
pitched him over the ropes. 

After that, Virgil entered the 
ring and stunned Diesel with a se- 
ries of jabs. Big Daddy Cool man- 
aged to shake off the blows and 
eliminated his adversary. 
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Diesel had faced seven wres- 
tlers in the Royal Rumble and elim- 
inated all of them. Now more 
combatants entered, and Diesel 
showed he had brains behind his 
brawn, standing back to take a 
breather while the others fought it 
out. When attention turned to 
him, he rose to the occasion, go- 
ing move for move with behe- 
moths Bam Bam Bigelow, Crush 
and Mabel at one stage. 
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The buzzer rang 
again, and none other 
than Shawn Michaels en- 
tered the fray. The fans 
rose to their ae Would 
Big Daddy Cool—the 
man who'd just earned 
the respect of the entire 

wrestling world—turn on his em- 
ployer? Diesel hesitated a mo- 
ment, then slowly advanced on 
the Heartbreak Kid. A frightened 
Michaels backed himself up into 
the corner, then climbed the turn- 
buckles, but the loyal bodyguard 
merely stuck out a paw and shook 
Michaels’ hand. 


While Big Daddy Cool’s atten- 
tion was diverted, the other wres- 
tlers jumped him. Incredibly, 
Michaels soon joined them, assist- 
ing as they ganged up to hurl 
Diesel over the ropes. Still, Die- 
sel’s performance was the talk of 
the World Wrestling Federation 
the next day. It was obvious that 
he'd eventually outgrow the job 


of bodyguard and— 
more than likely—bat- 
tle Michaels. 

Meanwhile, Shawn 
continued using Diesel 
fo try to achieve what 
the Heartbreak Kid 
couldn't. After Mich- 
aels dropped the Inter- 
continental Belt, he 
desperately endeav- 
ored to recapture the 
prize from titlist Razor 
Ramon. When all 
his efforts failed, Diesel 
was dispatched to war 
with Razor instead. 

Still smarting after a 
sneak attack from 
‘Michaels and Diesel, 

Razor tried to get the 
advantage early, bat 
tering his opponent 
with fists and feet. 
Even so, Diesel was 
just as tough as the 
man known as “the 
Bad Guy,” weakening 
= + a a 

ex, draping him 
a a mah and 
dropping him—chin- 
first—across the top 
turnbuckle. Ramon 
recovered quickly, sur- 
prising Diesel with a 
bulldog delivered from 
the second rope. 

Michaels was in a panic. With 
the referee’s attention elsewhere, 
Shawn removed the cushion from 
the top turnbuckle, allowing Die- 
sel to whip his opponent into a 
hunk of exposed steel. As Razor 
reeled in agony, Diesel seized the 
moment, grasping Ramon around 


the midsection, turning him 
upside-down and capturing the 
Intercontinental Bel with the 
dreaded Jackknife. 

What Diesel didn’t understand 
was, even though he had the belt, 
he didn’t have credibility. As long 
as he and Michaels interfered 
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match, Shawn held Ramon in 
place while Big Daddy Cool 
pe a big foot into the chal- 
enger’s neck. Hoping to end 


in each other's matches, Big Dad- 
dy Cool’s victories lost some of 
their luster. 

That didn’t stop Diesel from 
racking up achievements. The 
night before SummerSlam ‘94, he 
and Michaels shocked the world 
by taking the Tag Team Belts from 
the Head Shrinkers. While many 


things quickly, Diesel clamped on 
a sleeperhold. Razor started to 
fade, but he wouldn't quit. So 
Shawn resorted to a familiar strat 
egy: He removed the padding 
from the top turnbuckle. 

Diesel knew exactly what to 
do. First, he whipped his oppo- 
nent into the steel, then further tor- 
tured Razor's back with an ab- 
dominal stretch. 

Displaying incredible fortitude, 
Ramon refused to submit, forcing 
Diesel and Michaels to rely on an- 
other plan. Big Daddy Cool held 
Razor firmly while Shawn cocked 
back his foot and executed a 
vicious thrust kick. There was only 
one problem: Ramon moved out 
of the way. Diesel took the blow, 
lost consciousness and fell to the 
mat. Razor covered him for the 

in, and Big Daddy Cool was the 
Septet Intercontinental Champion. 

While many experts believe 
Michaels and Diesel would have 
eventually clashed—as Diesel 
struggled to crawl out from under 
the Heartbreak Kid’s shadow— 
most point to this incident 
as the turning point in their 


fans found the duo’s tactics offen- 
sive, they had to give Big Daddy 
Cool his due. After all, two years 
earlier, no one had even heard 
his name. Now, he was a World 
Wrestling Federation immortal— 
one of the few competitors to ever 
hold two separate championships 
at the same time. 

Razor Ramon went into his 
SummerSlam rematch determined 
to break Diesel’s momentum. 
Aware that Big Daddy Cool 
would have Michaels watching 
his back, Razor invited Walter 
Payton—of the National Football 
League’s Chicago Bears—to serve 
as his cornerman. 

Diesel and Michaels seemed to 
barely notice. They double- 
teamed Razor with the same zeal 
as always. Not long into the 


relationship. In the past, Michaels’ 
alliance with Diesel had brought 
him success and fame. Now 
Shawn’s interference had a nega- 


tive effect, and Diesel was 
anything but pleased. 

Under diovan circumstances, 
Diesel might have walked away 
from this partnership and tried to 
strike out on his own, but he still 
felt a strong attachment to Mich- 
aels. Despite their differences, the 
Heartbreak Kid was the man 
who'd brought Big Daddy Cool 
into the World Wrestling Federa- 
tion. Plus, they were the Tag Team 
Champions and obligated to de- 
fend the belts together. 

The pair went into the Survivor 
Series claiming that their prob- 
lems were behind them—but the 
reality was far dif- 
ferent. The two 
were teamed with 
Jeff Jarrett, Owen 
Hart and Jim Neid- 
hart against Razor, 
the British Bulldog, 
1-2-3 Kid and the 
Head Shrinkers. 
Michaels seemed 
to want to take the 
night off. He spent 
most of the contest 
in the corner, 
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ordering Diesel to carry out his | 
commands in this special elimina- | 
tion match. ' 

Diesel lived up to the demands | 
placed upon him. He used the 
_Jackknife to eliminate, first, Head | 
~Shrinker Fatu, then the 1-2-3 Kid, | 
then Head Shrinker Sione. After | 
that, he knocked the Bulldog to | 
the arena floor, where he was | 
counted out of the match. ) 


Only Ramon stood in the way 
of a victory for Michaels’ team, 
and Shawn wanted to get the glo- 


Jackknife. Then, on Michaels’ or- 


ders, Diesel tagged his partner, 


but first, Michaels wanted his 
teammate to hold Ramon in place 
for a thrust kick. As at Summer- 
Slam, Razor moved, and Diesel 
got blasted. 

That was the a I point! 


Big Daddy Cool forgot about the 


match, the Tag Team Champion- 
ship and his so-called “friendship” 


with Michaels. He chased his 


; 
\ 


outside the arena and vowed that 
wrestling fans would now see a 


ry after Diesel did the work. The — 
Heartbreak Kid watched intently 
as Big Daddy Cool executed a 


partner to his waiting limousine | most important match of his life. 
| 


ider different circumstances, Diesel might 

Mave walked away from this partnership and 
_ | tried to strike out on his own, but he still felt 
~*~} a strong attachment to Michaels. 


“new, improved” Diesel. 
Even he didn’t realize how 
soon his promise would come 
true. On the same Survivor Series 
card, Bob Backlund had taken the 
World Wrestling Federation 
Championship Belt from Bret “Hit 
Man” Hart. Hart was scheduled | 
for a rematch several days later | 
at New York's Madison Square | 
Garden, but he was too baal, in- 
jured to attend. At the last mo- 
ment, the wrestling promoters 
chose Diesel as a replacement. 
Diesel had little time to prepare | 
for what would turn out to be the 


He knew all about Backlund’s 
magnificent reign as Federation 
Champion in the late ‘70s and 
early ‘80s. And Big Daddy Cool 
remembered facing off with him 
at the 1994 Royal Rumble. Realiz- 
ing that Backlund outmatched him 
in experience, Diesel went into 
the contest planning to utilize his 
size and power, as well as the el- 
ement of surprise. 
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It was a foolproof scheme. On 
November 26, 1994, Backlund 
and Diesel stood face to face in 
Madison Square Garden. Diesel 
took the offensive quickly, lifting 
Backlund into the Jackknife and 
covering him. In a record eight 
seconds, Big Daddy 
Cool had become the 
World Wrestling Fed- 
eration Champion. 

Diesel was the 
toast of New York. 
Fans pointed out that 
he was one of the 
elite few to ever hold 
the “Triple Crown”— 
the World Wrestling 
Federation Title, the 
Intercontinental Title 
and the Tag Team Ti- 
tle. Even more satisfy- 
ing for Diesel was the 
fact that he had beat- 
en Backlund all by 
himself—without any- 
body else’s advice 
or interference. 


To prove that his 
win was more than 
a simple fluke, 
Diesel immediately 
announced that he 
would give a title 
shot to the man he 
deemed most capa- 
ble. Former Cham- 
pion Bret “Hit Man” 
Hart—known as the 
“Excellence of Exe- 
cution” because of 
his infinite technical 
skills—never had a 
chance to recapture 
the championshi 
from Bob el ac 
At the 1995 Royal 
Rumble, Big Daddy 
Cool would give 
him the opportunity. 

Unfortunately, en- 
emies of both men 
inserted themselves 
into this contest, 
aes it from 

ecoming a classic. 
Their esteem for 
each other notwithstanding, both 
wrestlers tore into each other in 


and out of the ring. Diesel cut 


down Hit Man with big boots and 
tortured him with a backbreaker. 
Bret punished the champion with 
a figure-four leglock and a dive 
delivered through the ropes onto 
the arena floor. However, neither 


warrior had the opportunity to 
truly sparkle. When Hart had his 
celebrated Sharpshooter on 
Diesel, Hit Man was assaulted by 
his jealous younger brother 
Owen. After Diesel smashed Bret 
into the mat with the Jackknife, the 
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weary from the battle, the Heart and a flying elbow, Michaels — My, 
break Kid tried suplexing clamped on a sleeperhold, certain - 
the enormous champion. Shawn | that the end for Big Daddy Cool 
couldn't get Diesel off the ground, | was near. 


a 


and the titlist reversed the Diesel sunk to the mat and 
move, "aie Michaels to the nearly passed out, but with the 
nil arena floor. fans urging him to rebound, 


That didn’t slow down the Big Daddy Cool reached deep, —.__ 
Heartbreak Kid, though. When rose to his feet and flattened 
| he returned to the ring, he sent Shawn in the corner. 
Diesel to ringside with a clothes. — Now the battle belonged to 
i line, then—to the astonishment of | Diesel. He hoisted up Shawn and 


the crowd—climbed the ropes, | dropped him, chin-irst, across the i. 
turnbuckles and slung him into the e ee. 


flew through the air and squashed 
the champion on the arena floor. corner, where the Heartbreak Kid > 
After a bulldog from the top rope | flipped over and fell to ringside. ‘ 


It wos time fo put Michaels away, time to pt 
_ that—even when he was working aé a low! 


bodyguard—Diesel was the better man. ... : iN 


i nico 


In the heat of the action, the 
referee left the ring to warn Sid 
about intervening. On the way 
back to the squared circle, the of 
ficial twisted his ankle. Thus, 
when Shawn took Diesel down 
with a thrust kick and covered 
him for the pin, no one was 
around to count. By the time the 
referee returned, Diesel kicked out. 

It was time to put Michaels 
away, time to prove that—even 
when he was working as a lowly 
bodyguard—Diesel was the bet- 
ter man. When Shawn jumped 
off the ropes, he was caught in 
mid-air, seed and slingshot 
into the corner. Diesel next deliv- 
ered an Irish whip, a big foot to 
the face and a Jackknife. The 
champion covered and pinned 
his challenger. As stars like 


MTV's Jenny McCarthy, Baywatch 
beauty Pamela Anderson, NYPD 
Blue’s Nicholas Turturro and 
Home Improvement’s Jonathan 


ter the big match, Diesel was in 


Taylor Thomas 
piled into the ring 
to help Diesel cele- 
brate, the experts 
were saying that 
_ this was the man 
who'd bring wres- 
tling into the next 


: century. 
gn The Wrestle- 


Mania XI match 
left Diesel feeling 
peculiar. While he 
was_ personally 
satisfied that he 
had decisively de- 
feated his longtime 
nemesis, the pi 
pion also was 
filled with a sense of sadness. For 
many months, he had traveled the 
world with the Heartbreak Kid, 
and he had grown to think of him. 
as a good friend. On the night af- 


the dressing room when Shawn 
admitted—in an interview con- 
ducted in center ring—that he’d 
experienced many of the same 
emotions. So, when Michaels also 
said that his investment in Sid was 
a poor one, the mammoth body- 
guard went on the attack—and 
soon Diesel was in the ring, com- 
ing to the defense of the man he’d 
defeated 24 hours earlier. 

In Sid, Diesel faces his toughest 
threat since winning the World 
Wrestling Federation Champion- 
ship Belt—a hunk of human gran- 
ite with a hairtrigger temper and 
a new affiliation with the devious 
Million Dollar Man Ted DiBiase’s 
Corporation. The kingpin has al- 
ready endured a number of lumps 
in this confrontation, and he ex- 
pects to suffer a couple more. 
However, Diesel is well aware 
that pain comes with the territory, 
and Big Daddy Cool is poised for 
the challenge. 

After all, when was the time that 
it was ever easy? WW 


PART OF DIESEL AND SAVED HIM A BEATING THAT COULD'H ) fe 
: 


WRESTLING CAREER. AQurticle By Ed Ric 


OF PSYCHO SID, HE COMPLETED A CIRCLE THAT HAD BEEN BROW 


SHAWN'S ENVY. AFTER HE BROUGHT DIESEL INTO THE FEDERATION’ AS 


AND WALKED HIM THROUGH HIS ENTRY INTO THE FEDERATION. IT WAS A 


a 
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DEBT DIESEL NEVER FORGOT, EVEN THOUGH SHAWN PLAYED A MAJOR ROLE 
IN DESTROYING THEIR RELATIONSHIP. NEVERTHELESS, DIESEL'S ASTONISHING = <4 
RAW RESCUE OF SHAWN RESEALED THE BOND BETWEEN THESE WO MEN 


AND IF ANYBODY OWES A DEBT, If NOW IS THE HEARTBREAK KID} 


Shawn first encountered Diesel 
in Las Vegas and recognized that 
the young giant could intimidate 
Godzilla He brought Diesel back 
with him to the Federation, osten- 
sibly to watch his back. Sure. Al 
though Diesel assumed he was 
hired as a bodyguard—a task for 
which his experience as a bounc- 
er fitted himn—the man who would 
become Big Daddy Cool really 
was there to give Shawn the edge 
in difficult matches. 

From the get-go, Diesel was the 
brawn, Michaels the brain—or so 


he told Diesel. Still, you have to 


wonder. If Shawn was only using 
Diesel, he didn't really have to 
school him in the intricacies of 
Federation wrestling. He might 
have just sucked him dry and then 
found another, if less imposing, 
bodyguard. To Shawn's credit, he 
helped the big young man. 

Michaels has been all over the 
ss in terms of alliances and 
making enemies. He's been a 
user at times, but you have to be- 
lieve that, as a professional, he 
recognized that there was ring 
greatness within Diesel. 

Having Diesel around paid off 


for Shawn. Diesel's first Federa- 
tion appearance was in Shawn's 
corner, when he recaptured the In- 
tercontinental Title from Marty Jan- 
netty. Fans began to marvel at the 
huge bodyguard who shadowed 
Michaels wherever he went. As 
long as Diesel was Shawn's 
flunky, Michaels was comfortable, 
but as soon as the big man began 
to attract attention on his own, 
Shawn's ego became ruffled. 


At the 1994 Royal Rumble, 
Diesel showed that he was a 
force to be reckoned with, as he 


‘tossed wrestler after wrestler out 


of the ring. It took several men to 
oust Diesel, including—it ap- 
peared—Shawn Michaels. How- 
ever, loyal to Michaels, Diesel later 
penton Shawn had grabbed his 
leg to keep him in the squared cir- 
cle, not toss him out. 

Diesel's gratitude to Shawn in- 
creased after Michaels distracted 
Razor Ramon during the match at 
which Big Daddy Cool won the 
Intercontinental Title. Although 
Diesel owned the belt, he B 
ferred to Shawn, who postured 
about as if he, not Diesel, was the 
champion. Shawn made no 
bones about the fact that he was 
responsible for Diesel's success, 
and it appeared that Diesel be- 
lieved him. The Big Man's appre- 
ciation for what Shawn had done 
for him was to cost him. 


As the summer of 1994 drew 
toward a close, a strange series 
of events occurred that would 
lead to a break between the two 
men. A couple of days before 
SummerSlam, Shawn and Diesel 
won the Federation Tag Team Ti- 
tle, a feat almost entirely due to 
the battle waged by Big Daddy 
Cool. It should have been a 
heady time for them both. Shawn 
had gold again, and Diesel had 
two titles. The situation, however, 
was apparently not to Shawn's lik- 
ing. His "protégé"—with a pair of 
belts—had upstaged him, at least 
in his mind. 

So when Diesel defended his 
Intercontinental Belt against Razor 
at SummerSlam, Shawn made a 
"mistake" by missing a superkick 
supposedly aimed at Razor and 
blasting Diesel, costing him the ti- 
tle. In the months that followed, 
Shawn's kicks were off the mark 
and hit Diesel two more times, 
once in a televised match and, fi- 
nally, at the 1994 Survivor Series. 

For Diesel, that Survivor Series 
kick in the face was the last straw. 


"Shawn finally kicked some sense 
into my head," Diesel said later. 
"Nobody with his athletic ability 
can continue to make so many of 
the same mistakes." 

Diesel exploded in the Survivor 
Series ring and went after Mich- 
aels, chasing him to the dressing 


‘room and costing their team a 


loss. Shawn got away from the 
arena as fast as his stretch limo 
could carry him, calling Diesel a 
"Zero" and "Big Daddy Fool," 
claiming that Diesel had "ridden 
on my coattails" and cancelling 
their partnership. 

Freed of Shawn, Diesel prompt 
ly showed that he needed no one 
to achieve the greatest success of 
all and, in fact, that it may well 
have been Shawn who had been 
holding him back. He made his 
statement by winning the World 
Wrestling Federation Title. 

Shawn was livid. Green as a 
bullfrog with envy. The result was 
his assault on Diesel during his ti- 
tle defense against Bret "Hit Man" 
Hart at the 1995 Royal Rumble. 
Events were building toward a 
volcanic climax, but one that 
would be totally unexpected. 

When Diesel fought off 
Shawn's furious assaults and suc- 


cessfully defended his title at 
WrestleMania XI, it appeared that 
the Fat Lady had finally sung and 
that Michaels’ chickens had in- 
deed roosted. However, Big Dad- 
dy Cool had yet another state- 
ment to make, which would re- 
veal the humanity within his soul. 
When Psycho Sid jumped Mich- 
aels on Raw the next day and 
seemed ready to end Shawn’s 
wrestling career, Diesel paid back 
Shawn's treachery with an act of 
supreme kindness and forgiveness 
by warding off Sid and earning 
the enmity of arguably the most 
dangerous man in the World 
Wrestling Federation. W 


hd on 
About Town 


STAR QUALITY. SOME ARE BORN WITH IT. SOME ACQUIRE IT. DIESEL 
FALLS INTO BOTH CATEGORIES. DESPITE HIS CELEBRATED WORK 
ETHIC, BIG DADDY COOLS MERE PERSONA HAS OFTEN MADE HIM 
A MAGNET FOR FAME. 

WHILE HE WAS IN THE U.S. ARMY, THE MILITARY ASKED HIM TO 
PLAY ON ITS BASKETBALL TEAM IN EUROPE. THERE, TALENT SCOUTS 
OFFERED HIM A CONTRACT TO COMPETE IN A EUROPEAN BASKET- 
BALL LEAGUE. SEVERAL YEARS LATER, WHEN HE WAS MAKING ENDS 
MEET BY WORKING AS A BOUNCER IN ATLANTA, FE WAS AP- 
PROACHED BY A COUPLE OF WRESTLERS PARTYING AT HIS CLUB. 
THEY TOLD HIM THAT HE HAD WHAT IT TAKES TO BE ONE OF THEM, 
AND THEY SAID HE SHOULD TRAIN FOR THE BIG TIME. 


efore he’d even entered the 
World Wrestling Federation, the 
competitor had caught the eye of 
film producers. Someone had 
seen him wrestling in a regional 
federation and suggested him for 
the role of a monster in the chil- 
dren’s movie Teenage Mutant 
Ninja Turtles I|—The Secret of the 
Ooze. Big Daddy Cool was Su- 
per Shredder, a mutant giant who 
terrorized the heroes Pi the film. 
Diesel knew how to play the 
parthe was, needless to say, a 
colossus in his own right. Within 


a week of its release, the produc- 
tion had smashed attendance 
records at theaters everywhere. 
However, the true splendor of 
Diesel has glistened not on the sil- 
ver screen but in the squared cir- 
cle. Among his devoted followers: 
movie stars, athletes, captains of 
business and elected officials. 
And—because of his own de- 
prived childhood—Diesel has al- 
ways been conscious of aiding the 
less fortunate. As a result, he’s one 
of the world’s most sought-atter 
personalities at charity functions. 
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When MTV—the rock music 
television station largely responsi- 
ble for promoting the legendary 
Rock ‘n’ Wrestling Connection 
with the World Wrestling Federa- 
tion in the 1980s—staged its sixth 
annual Rock & Jock Softball 
Game, who was drafted as a 


power hitter? The man who ar- 
guably packs the most powerfu 
punch in the wrestling world 
that’s who. 

When the National Basketbal 
Association put on an All-Star 
Weekend, Diesel was asked to at- 
tend. There, he traded tales with 


Trivia Answers: 
bb) 2. a) ae) 2,5: €}, & b} 
8. c), 9. b) and 10. b). 
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the basketball stars about his own 
hoop days, judged a special 
Slam Dunk Contest Bod eves 
signed autographs for the hard 
court idols. 

When the National Football 
league had its 75th Anniversary 
Dinner, there was Diesel, muscles 
bulging through his formal wear, 
seated at the VIP table. The World 
Wrestling Federation champion 
attended as a guest of immortal 
New York Giants linebacker 
Lawrence Taylor—the very man 
Big Daddy Cool would train for a 
clash with Bam Bam Bigelow at 
WrestleMania XI. 

And when the American 
Sportscasters Award Dinner was 
held, Diesel was right in the thick 
of things, laughing and talking 
with not only the top names in the 
broadcasting world but also with 
none other than former Comman- 


- der-In-Chief Gerald Ford. 
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With each passing month, Diesel becomes more and more of a 
household name. Not long ago, he attended a special AIDS benefit 
hosted by basketball great Magic Johnson. At Super Bow! XXIX, 
ye rushed to ask the World Wrestling Federation kingpin about 

is grappling exploits 
before taking to the field 
to play for the NFL 
Championship. 

All his life, Diesel nev- 
er asked to be in the 
spotlight. All he ever 
wanted for himself was 
to receive an even break. 
Once he got that break, 
the popping of flash- 
bulbs, the glare of cam- 
era lights, the requests 
for autographs and the 
shrieks of faithful fans fol 
lowed—and Big Daddy 
Cool isn’t complaining! 
No, not even a bit. WW 


COOL IN THE RING 11. ¢), 12. a), 13. a), 14. ¢), 15. ¢}, 16. a), 17. c) 
18. c}), 19. b) and 20. a). TOUGHIES 21. Frankenstein, 22. Walter 
Payton and 23. Gerald Ford. 


If Diesel had a problem, it was attitude. "Maybe it was the 
attention or the thrill of getting away with things or else wantin 
to be independent," he says, 'but I continually bucked authority". 


By Ed Ricciuti 


(esreneoinmnincnitte cater rooatorselon 


cmemaeanente 
! 


"Once a boy loses his father 
figure," Diesel remembers, "grow- 
ing up can be tough. A lot of 
what | learned as a youngster 
was from the street." 

Diesel admits to getting into 
scrapes. "If | have a bit of a rough 
edge today," he says, "it may 
come from my early days on the 
streets of Detroit." 

His mother worked afternoons 
at the Ford Motor Company. After 
school, his sister would stay with 
a neighbor, while he and his 
brother, two years older, were left 
pretty much on their own. How- 
ever, the strong hand of his moth- 
er, says Diesel, helped him stay 
on course, even if he made a few 


detours and ran into couple of 
dead ends along the way. 

You'd never Stes: it now, but 
Diesel was a tall, thin scarecrow 
as he neared high-school age. His 
friends called him the "Praying 
Mantis" or "Maniti." 


Diesel knew his height would 
be a big advantage for playing 
basketball, which he loved. To 
bulk up, he began exercising. 
Walking to school, he wore oils 
weights, all the while dribbling a 
round ball. It worked. As a fresh- 
man, he made the varsity team 
and by graduation was a High 
School All-American. 

If Diesel had a problem, it was 
attitude. "Maybe it was the atten- 
tion or the thrill of getting away 
with things or else wanting to be 
independ he says, "but | con- 
tinually bucked authority. 

At the University of Tennessee, 
where Diesel was named to the 
All-Southeast Conference Fresh- 


man Team, his attitude got him in 
big trouble. He was tossed off the 
basketball team by the coach and 
dismissed from school. Out of 
shape, he tried free agency at 
camp with the Cleveland Cava- 
liers and in five days ended up on 
his way home. 

At age 21, he was back on the 
street, twiddling his thumbs. No 
chance for more education. No 
work experience. He had hit one 


of those dead ends. After watch- 
ing the film Stripes about how 
Army life betel goof-offs learn 
self-discipline, Diesel enlisted. 
"Wake-up time. Here | was, a 
former High School All-American, 
and drill instructors were scream- 


ing ‘maggot’ in my face. For the © 


first time in my life," says Diesel, 
"| had to follow orders." 

His mother's oe gran 
rowing up, says Diesel, helpe 
him Hier to ans down ad 
change course. Diesel learned dis- 
cipline, became a squad leader 
and "became a man in the 
Army." Without military service, 
he says, he might have ended up 
in big-time trouble—in jail or 

"even dead." 

When there was time, Diesel 
played Army basketball, and 
when his enlistment was up, 
played as a pro in Europe. Then, 
in an on-court accident, he blew 


out his knee. Reconstructive 
surgery followed by the need for re- 
habilitation took a year to complete. 

Back to square one, Detroit, the 
streets and bad companions. 

However, Diesel demonstrated 
the strength of character that had 
surfaced in him. "I realized that 
life isn't always fair but that you 
have to meet the challenge," he 
says. "And | knew that | had to 
get out of Detroit.” 

Diesel started by becoming a 
bouncer in bars and before long 
landed work in Atlanta. "I had a 
job and was paying the bills," he 
says, "but | knew with the gift of 
my size, | could do much more, 
something special." 

He concentrated on building 


up his body, hoping someone 
would notice him and put him into 
films or commercials. It finally 
happened when he got to play 
Super Shredder, a monster in | 
Teenage Mutuant Ninja Turtles Il, 
The Secret of the Ooze. Before 
that happened, however, Diesel 
had entered the professional 
wrestling ring. 

A number of wrestlers frequent 
ed the club at which Diesel 
worked and told him he was a 
natural. He trained under Jody 
Hamilton, whose ring name was 
the Assassin. After that, Diesel 
started rumbling down the high- 
way that would eventually lead to 
the World Wrestling Federation 
Championship. WF 


Ed Ricciuti | 


Hours after he had beaten Bob Backlund for the World Wrestling Federation Championship, Diesel sat by him- 
self in a hotel room. The Championship Belt was lying on a pillow on the bed. "I just looked at it for a long time," 
he remembers. "It's mine," he said to himself. "| set out to win it, and | did. | had faith in myself, and it paid off. 
| finished what | set out fo do." 

Time for a reality check. Diesel snatched himself out of his trance and reminded himself: "Finished? Far from 
it. I've just begun. There's a title to defend." 

Diesel, as ie revealed in the May 1995 issue of World Wrestling Federation Magazine during an exclusive 
interview, wants to be the greatest » It in the history of the World Wrestling Federation. That's a tall order, 
considering some of the men who have worn the gold before him. However, as usual, Diesel sets high goals for 
himself. So far he has reached them, but what about the future?. 
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For now, Diesel's future seems 
to be in the menacing mountain of 
muscle known—appropriately— 
as Psycho Sid, a man whose wil 
rages are truly terrifying to be- 
hold. Sid is viciousness distilled, a 
man filled with anger at the 
world, who takes oe Ws rage at 
— he meets in the ring. No 
one brings it out in him more than 
Diesel, who chased him out of the 
ring after he began pounding 


Shawn Michaels to a pulp on 
Monday Night Raw. 

Diesel is accustomed to looking 
down physically on his oppo- 
nents, but Sid is so big that the 
champion doesn't have to look 
down very far. Sid, moreover, is a 
match for Diesel in the strength 
department and, as a veteran, 
knows all the tricks that help bring 
victory in the squared circle. 

Assuming Diesel emerges tri- 


umphant from a campaign 
against Sid, there is an army of 
other top contenders lining up for 
a crack at Big Daddy Cool. For 
starters, you have Kama, the 
Supreme Fighting Machine, ever 
bit as dangerous as Sid, wit 
more weapons than anyone else 
resently in the ring—and probo- 
by in history as well. Unlike Sid, 
Kama does not act like a berserk- 
er, but he savages people me- 


Diesel is ready for 
any andi all. 


thodically, with lethal results. Diesel 
would have to be in the best shape 
of his life and in top wrestling form 
to stop the Fighting Machine. 

Like Kama, a member of the 
Million Dollar Man Ted DiBiase's 
Corporation, the monstrous King 
Kong Bundy drools at the mention 
of a title shot. Better than 100 
pounds heavier than even Diesel, 
Bundy would present an entirely 
different set 3 problems for Big 
Daddy Cool. Moving this human 
rhinoceros around, much less get 
ting him off his feet, is a herculean 
task. And since Bundy takes im- 
pact about as well as a brick wall, 
Diesel's thunderous forearm blows 
and clotheslines would not have 
the impact they do against most 
other opponents. 

The word is that Razor Ramon 
would relish a chance to contest 
Diesel for the belt—and that some- 
day Diesel would like to. give it fo . 
him. Sooner or later, assuming 
Diesel continues his reign, the 
match might well come about. 
Sooner or later as well, Diesel 
could find himself again defending 


against Bret "Hit Man" Hart, who 


has dreams of being a three-time — 


Federation titlist. One reason that 
might make this match possible is 
the fact that—because of interfer- 
ence by Shawn Michaels and 
Owen Hart—their 1995 Royal 
Rumble match ended in a draw. 
Standing in the wings, too, may 
be the Undertaker, Bam Bam 
tome and, perhaps, Double J 
Jett Jarrett. 


Diesel is ready for any and alll. 
"If I'm going to reach my goal of 
being the greatest Federation 
Champion of all time," he says, "I 
won't get there by wrestling cream 
puffs. | have to defend against 
men who could, on any given 
night, have a chance of beating 
me. | have to be tested time and 
time again and each time come 
out with not just a passing mark 
but a straight A." WF 


YOU CAN’T BECOME FEDERATION CHAMPION WITHOUT GOING 
THROUGH DIESEL, BUT YOU CAN BE A CHAMPION IN OUR BOOKS IF 
YOU SCORE WELL IN OUR DIESEL TRIVIA QUIZ. 

THE QUIZ CONSISTS OF TWO SEGMENTS OF 10 QUESTIONS, FOL- 
LOWED BY A THREE-QUESTION SECTION THAT WILL REALLY TEST YOU. 

AS YOU CAN SEE, QUESTIONS 1-20 ARE MULTIPLE CHOICE. EACH IS 
WORTH FIVE POINTS. YOU ARE ON YOUR OWN FOR QUESTIONS 21-23, 
WHICH IS WHY THOSE ARE EACH WORTH 10 POINTS. 

A PERFECT SCORE IS 130 POINTS, BUT CONSIDER YOURSELF A 
CHAMPION IF YOU GET 85 OR MORE. 70 IS GOOD, BUT LESS THAN 50 
SUGGESTS YOU HAVEN'T BEEN KEEPING UP. GO GET ‘EM. 
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a) Diesel | 
known as 


tis in build. 


| a praying mantis ild. 
_ 4. Among Diesel’s first heroes 


was basketballer Bill Walton. 
Diesel liked Walton because he 
was (in Diesel’s words): 
a) “a hippie and very outspo- 
n” 


b) “even taller and thinner than 
me” 2 

c) “a great player, but not one 
to run off at the mouth.” 
5. After high school Big Daddy 
Cool was recruited by the Univer- 
sity of Tennessee to play basket 
ball. At Tennessee he: 

a) was twice an All-American 

b) spent four uneventful years 

c) was tossed off the team after 
a promising freshman year be- 
cause he couldn't get along with 
his coach. 
6. A movie that changed Diesel’s 


life, prompting him to enlist in the 
Army, was: 

a) Platoon 

b) Stripes 

c) Private Benjamin. 
7. After his Army days, Diesel 
took a job that a lot of sizable 
guys do. He: 

a) became a bouncer 

b) joined a construction crew 

c) went fo work on the docks. 
8. One day, he met some wres- 
flers. They asked if he had ever 
thought about becoming a 
wrestler and won him over when 
they told him: 

a} the hours were really good 

b) he’d meet a lot of nice ladies 

c) the money was really good. 
9. About that time, Diesel was 
asked to appear in a film, Teen- 
age Mutant Ninja Turtles II. He 
played a mutant giant known as: 

a) Shreds 

b) Super Shredder 

c) Shred No Tears 
10. Diesel isn’t perfect, and once 
he even experimented with drugs; 
but now he tells kids that taking 
drugs is: 

a) “dangerous” 

b) “taking a step back” 

c) “like treading water.” 


BIG DADDY COOL IN THE 
RING 
11. Diesel first came to the atten- 
tion of Federation fans as Shawn 
Michaels’ bodyguard.-Michaels 
described Diesel as his: 

a) “Boy Toy” 

b) “headhunter” 

c) “best insurance policy.” 
12. Diesel decided to climb into 
the ring himself when: 

a) haw was suspended by 
Federation President Jack Tunney 
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b) Shawn was laid up with an 
injury 

c) Shawn suggested they form a 
tag team. 
13. Big Daddy Cool made his 
pay-per-view debut at the 1993 
Survivor Series, where he was a 
ied of the team captained 

y: 
a) IRS 

b) Michaels 

c) Mr. Perfect. 
14. Diesel was also on the scene 
at the 1994 Royal Rumble. Com- 
peting in the battle royal, he: 

a) fous to the bitter end, final- 
ly falling to Bret Hart 

b) was the first man in, and one 
of the first to be eliminated 

c) was only done in when four 
or five others—including Shawn? 
—ganged up on him. 
15. Diesel’s first prize was the In- 
tercontinental Championship. He 
took that title from: 

a) Tatanka 

b) Marty Jannetty 

c) Razor Ramon 
16. Michaels and Diesel finally 
split following an incident at the 
1994 Survivor Series. What set 
them off was: 

a) when Shawn kicked Big 
Daddy Cool in the face 
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b) when Diesel put a boot in 
Shawn’s face 

c) when Razor Ramon put the 
boots to them both. 
17. Diesel finally grabbed the big 
prize, the Federation Champion- 
ship, from Bob Backlund. Actually, 
he was subbing that night for: 

a) Razor Ramon 

b) Michaels 

c) Bret Hart. 
18. The title match lasted all of: 

a) eight minutes 

b) 80 seconds 

c) eight seconds. 
19. Big Daddy Cool also briefly 
lg the Tag Team Title, making 

im: 

a) the only man to hold all three 
Federation titles 

b) one of just three men to hold 
all three titles 

c) one of only two men to hold 
all three. 
20. As reigning Federation 
Champion, Diesel says he wants 
fo: 

a) become the greatest champi- 
on in Federation history 

b) keep on fighting, whether 
he’s champ or not 

c) supplant Jack Tunney as Fed- 
eration president. 


TOUGHIES 

21. An article in World Wrestling 
Federation Magazine once liken- 
ed Diesel to what classical movie 
monster? 

22. Diesel eventually lost his Inter- 
continental Title to Razor Ramon, 
but Razor had some help in that 
bout from what football great? 
23. Big Daddy Cool was recently 
pictured in World Wrestling Fed- 
eration Magazine with a president 
of great stature. Who was he? 


Four Rules of Thumb... 
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ER You don’t cross Diesel’s path. 
2. You don’t get fingerprints on Bret’s glasses. 
3. You don’t spit in the Undertaker’s urn. 


4, And you DON’T FORGET TO SUBSCRIBE TO 
World Wrestling Federation Magazine. 
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